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INTRODUCTION

1. Function
Purpose and reason clauses explain why an action is done. They answer questions like:

Why did this happen?
For what reason was this action done?

The purpose or reason is expressed before or together with the main action, without conjunctions.
2. Forms
Purpose
—mek icin

-DIK + possessive + icin

Reason
-DIK + possessive + icin

3. Morphology

a.-mek icin
Verb stem - —-mek / -mak = icin

The verb takes the infinitive form.
No tense or person marking appears on the purpose verb.

Examples of form:
e yap-mak icin
e Ogren-mek icin
e yasa-mak icin

b. -DIK + possessive + i¢in
Verb stem - -DIK - possessive ending - icin

The -DIK suffix changes according to vowel harmony:
—dik / —=dik / —duk / —dUk

Because the suffix starts with D, consonant assimilation applies:

If the verb ends in a voiceless consonant
(f,s, t,k ¢ s h p)
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D->T

After -DIK, a possessive ending is mandatory.
The final k softens to g before vowel-initial possessive endings.

Visible patterns:
e gel- - gel-dig-im
e goOr- - gor-dug-um
e bak- - bak-tig-im
e yap- - yap-tig-in
The vowel in the possessive ending follows the vowel of -DIK.

4. Structural Guide

Purpose (-mekicin)
Purpose clause - main action

Reason (-DIK + possessive + icin)
Reason clause = main action

The purpose or reason comes before the main action.
5. Negation

-mek icin / -memek icin
Purpose clause - main action

Negation is formed with -me / -ma before —-mek / —-mak.
gel- - gelmek icin

gel- - gelmemek icin

yap— - yapmak icin

yap— = yapmamak icin

This structure is used when the same person does (or avoids) the action.

-DIK + possessive + icin (hegative)
Negation is formed before -DIK, with -me / -ma.

Verb stem - -me [ —ma - -DIK - possessive ending - icin

gel- - gel-me-dig—im icin
yap— - yap—-ma—-dig—im icin
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This structure explains the reason for not doing something.
It is very common in natural speech.

6. Usage

-mek icin

Used when the subject of both actions is the same.
Focuses on intention or goal.

-DIK + possessive + i¢in

Used to explain the reason for an action.

The subject is clear through the possessive ending.
Examples

-mek / -mak i¢in

Spor yapmak icin erken kalktim.
(I woke up early to exercise.)

Turkiye'de yasamak icin Turkce ogreniyorum.
(I'm learning Turkish to live in Turkey.)

Daha iyi odaklanmak icin odaya kapandim.
(I isolated myself to focus better.)

-DIK + possessive + i¢in

Yorgun oldugum icin erken yattim.
(I went to bed early because | was tired.)

Dersi anlamadigim icin soru sordum.
(I asked a question because | didn't understand the lesson.)

Yagmur yagdigi icin disari cikmadik.
(We didn't go out because it was raining.)

Hata yaptigim icin ozur diledim.
(I apologized because | made a mistake.)

(Negation Only)

Spor yapmamak icin erken yatiyorum.
(I go to bed early so | won't exercise.)

Toplantiya gitmemek icin bahane Uretmedim.
(I didn't make excuses to avoid the meeting.)
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Gec kalmadigim icin rahatladim.
(I felt relieved because | wasn't late.)

Hata yapmadigim i¢in mutluyum.
(I'm happy because | didn't make a mistake.)

Seni aramadigim i¢in Uzgunum.
(I'm sorry because | didn't call you.)

Purpose vs Reason
Ekmek almak icin disari ¢iktim.
(I went out to buy bread.)

Hava guzel oldugu icin disari ¢iktim.
(I went out because the weather was nice.)

Notes
e -mek / —mak + icin shows intention or goal.
e —DIK + possessive + icin explains an existing reason.
e —DIK follows four-way vowel harmony.
 If the verb ends in a voiceless consonant, D = T applies.
e The final k of —DIK softens to g before vowel-initial possessive endings.
e The possessive ending is mandatory in —DIK structures.
e Both structures are very common in daily Turkish.
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