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INTRODUCTION

Turkish uses a set of postpositions that follow nouns or nominal phrases and contribute relational meaning. Three
frequent forms—icin, gibi, kadar—express purpose, comparison, similarity, extent, and degree.

1. icin

1.1. Function
icin encodes purpose, reason, beneficiary, or reference.
It follows a noun, pronoun, or verbal noun.

1.2. Syntax
Noun / Pronoun (Genitive with pronouns) + icin

Verbal noun (-mek / -me) + ic¢in

1.3. Genitive Requirement with Pronouns
Personal pronouns appear in the genitive case before icin:

e ben = benimicin
e sen - seninigin
e O - oNnunigin

This requirement is consistent across all sources.

1.4. Examples

e Bu hediye senin icin. (This gift is for you.)

e Toplanti yarin icin planlandi. (The meeting is planned for tomorrow.)
e Erken kalkmak saglik icin iyidir. (Waking up early is good for health.)
e Gelmek icin hazir. (He/She is ready to come.)

2. gibi

2.1. Function
gibi expresses similarity, approximation, or manner.

2.2. Syntax
Noun / Pronoun + gibi
Pronouns may appear either in genitive or base form:

e sen gibi / senin gibi
e ben gibi / benim gibi
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2.3. Examples

e Deniz gibi sakin. (Calm like the sea.)

e Cocuk gibi sevindi. (He/She rejoiced like a child.)

e DUn gibi hatirhyorum. (I remember it like yesterday.)

e Yaklasik on kisi gibi vardi. (There were about ten people.)

3. kadar

3.1. Function
kadar expresses extent, limit, degree, comparison, or approximation.

3.2. Syntax

Noun / Pronoun + kadar
Adjective / Adverb + kadar
Numeral + kadar

Like gibi, pronouns may appear in either form:

e sen kadar / senin kadar
e ben kadar / benim kadar

3.3. Examples

e O, benim kadar hizl. (He/She is as fast as | am.)

e Bir saat kadar bekledik. (We waited for about an hour.)

e Bu ev, digerleri kadar buyuk degil. (This house is not as big as the others.)
e O kadar yoruldum. (I got that tired.)

4. Morphology

e The postpositions are invariant.

e iCin requires genitive pronouns;

gibi and kadar allow both base-form and genitive pronouns.
e The complement immediately precedes the postposition.

Examples:

e Benim icin zor. (Difficult for me.)

e Senin gibi insanlar az. (People like you are few.)

e Benim kadar calismadi. (He/She did not work as much as | did.)

5. Distribution and Interpretation

icin = purpose, reason, beneficiary, reference
gibi = similarity, manner, approximation
kadar - degree, extent, limit, comparison
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Examples

e Bu karar hepimiz icin onemli. (This decision is important for all of us.)

e O da bizim gibi 6grenci. (He/She is a student like us.)

e Senin kadar konusmadi. (He/She did not talk as much as you.)

e Bu proje gelecek icin yapiliyor. (This project is made for the future.)

e Hava bugun yaz gibi. (The weather is like summer today.)

e Yaklasik iki kilometre kadar yuraduk. (We walked about two kilometers.)

Notes

e icin = genitive with pronouns.

e gibi / kadar = genitive optional.

 All three postpositions are morphologically invariant.
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