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INTRODUCTION

Time expressions mark temporal reference and locate events relative to the speech moment or another event. Turkish
uses lexical adverbs, case-marked nouns, and postpositional structures to express temporal relations.

1. Simple Temporal Adverbs
Lexical adverbs express temporal reference without inflection.

Examples:
e bugln (today)
yarin (tomorrow)
dun (yesterday)
simdi (now)
az once (a moment ago)
birazdan (soon)

Examples in sentences:

e Bugun geliyorum. (I am coming today.)
e Yarin gorusuriaz. (We will meet tomorrow.)
e Az once aradim. (I called a moment ago.)

2. Time Nouns with Case Marking

2.1. Locative (-DA)
Marks habitual or ongoing time frames.

Examples:
e Sabahlari calisirrm. (I work in the mornings.)
e Aksamlari yururiaz. (We walk in the evenings.)
e Kisin erken hava kararir. (In winter it gets dark early.)

2.2. Ablative (-DAnN)
Marks temporal origin or starting point.

Examples:
e Dunden beri buradayim. (I have been here since yesterday.)
e Sabahtan sonra cikarim. (I leave after the morning.)

2.3. Dative (-(y)A)
Marks temporal goal or endpoint.

Examples:
e Yaza kadar bekleriz. (We wait until summer.)
e Geceye dogru yola cikarlar. (They set off toward the night.).
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3. Postpositional Time Expressions

3.1. once (before) — takes ablative
Pattern: Noun + -DANn + once

Examples:
e Yemekten once bulustuk. (We met before the meal.)
e Senden once geldim. (I arrived before you.)

3.2. sonra (after) — takes ablative
Pattern: Noun + -DAN + sonra

Examples:
e Dersten sonra cikiyorum. (I leave after class.)
e isten sonra goriiselim. (Let's meet after work.)

3.3. beri (since) — takes ablative

Examples:
e Dunden beri yagmur yagiyor. (It has been raining since yesterday.)
e Sabahtan beri buradayiz. (We have been here since morning.)

3.4. kadar (until) — takes nominative or dative
Both forms are standard in temporal reference.

Patterns:
e Noun (Nominative) + kadar
e Noun + -(y)A + kadar

Examples:
o Aksama kadar bekledik. (We waited until evening.)
e Yaza kadar buradayiz. (We are here until summer.)
e Geceye kadar calistim. (I worked until the night.)

4. Duration Expressions

4.1. Bare Duration Nouns

Examples:
e iki saat bekledik (we waited two hours)
 bir yil calisti (he/she worked one year)

4.2. Accusative Duration
Marks the length of the event.

Examples:
e Beni bir saat bekledi. (He/she waited for me for an hour.)
« Uc giin kaldi. (He/she stayed three days.)
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4.3. boyunca (throughout)
Examples:
e Gece boyunca calistim. (I worked throughout the night.)
e Yil boyunca devam etti. (It continued throughout the year.)

5. Frequency + Time Expressions
Frequency adverbs combine with time nouns to mark recurrent time reference.

Examples:
e Her gun calisiyorum. (I work every day.)
e Her hafta toplanti var. (There is a meeting every week.)

6. Time Ordering
Examples:
 Once konustuk. (First we spoke.)
e Sonra ayrildik. (Then we left.)
e En sonunda karar verdik. (Finally we decided.)

Examples
e Bugun geliyorum. (I am coming today.)
e Dunden beri bekliyorum. (I have been waiting since yesterday.)
e Yaza kadar buradayiz. (We are here until summer.)
o Aksama kadar kaldim. (I stayed until evening.)
e Dersten sonra goruselim. (Let's meet after class.)
e Sabahtan beri buradayiz. (We have been here since morning.)
o iki saat bekledik. (We waited two hours.)
e Birazdan bashyor. (It starts soon.)

Notes
e Postpositions once, sonra, beri require ablative marking.
e kadar may combine with nominative or dative time nouns.
e Duration may be expressed with bare or accusative-marked nouns.
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