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INTRODUCTION

Turkish forms many predicates by combining a noun with a light verb.
The noun remains uninflected; all grammatical marking appears on the light verb.
Only attested, standard constructions are included.

1. Function
These constructions create complex predicates expressing actions, states, or abstract events.
The noun contributes lexical meaning; the verb carries tense, aspect, modality, person, and polarity.

2. Core Light Verbs

2.1. etmek
Used with abstract or borrowed nouns.

Examples:
e yardim etmek — to help
e Sana yardim ediyorum. — | am helping you.

o tesekkur etmek — to thank
e Size tesekkur ettik. — We thanked you.

e kabul etmek — to accept
o Teklifi kabul ettiler. — They accepted the offer.

e nefret etmek — to hate
e Soguktan nefret ediyorum. — | hate the cold.

e ziyaret etmek — to visit
e Onu ziyaret ettik. — We visited him/her.

2.2. yapmak
Used with activity or action nouns.

Examples:
e alisveris yapmak — to shop
e Bugun alisveris yaptik. — We shopped today.

e temizlik yapmak — to clean
e Evde temizlik yapiyorum. — | am cleaning the house.

e arastirma yapmak — to conduct research
e Bu konuda arastirma yaptilar. — They conducted research.

e plan yapmak — to make a plan
e Yarin icin plan yaptik. — We made a plan.
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2.3. olmak
Used to express states or becoming.

Examples:
e hazir olmak — to be/become ready
e Hazir oldum. — | became ready.

mutlu olmak — to be/become happy
Cocuklar mutlu oldu. — The children became happy.

farkinda olmak — to be aware of
Hatanin farkinda olmus. — He/She became aware of the mistake.

2.4. vermek [ almak
Only real, lexicalized forms are included.

Examples:
e izin vermek — to allow
e Buna izin vermiyorum. — | do not allow this.

e cevap vermek —to answer
e Sorulara cevap verdik. — We answered the questions.

o destek vermek — to give support
e Bize destek verdi. — He/She supported us.

e ders almak — to take lessons
e Turkce dersi aliyorum. — | am taking Turkish lessons.

e not almak — to take notes
e Ders sirasinda not aldim. — | took notes during the class.

Incorrect / non-existent forms such as “gulmek vermek” or "aglamak tutmak” do not exist and are not used.
3. Morphology

3.1. Noun remains uninflected
No plural, case, or possessive marking appears on the noun.

Correct:
e yardim etmek
e |Incorrect: yardimlari etmek
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3.2. Inflection appears on the light verb
e yardim ediyorum
 alisveris yaptilar
e hazir olacagim
e cevap vermedi

3.3. Negation
Negation applies to the verb:

e etmemek - yardim etmedim

e yapmamak - temizlik yapmadik
e olmamak - hazir olmadi

e vermemek - cevap vermedi

4. Syntax

4.1. Argument structure
Some constructions take objects:

e birine yardim etmek (Dative)
e birini ziyaret etmek (Accusative)
 bir seyi kabul etmek (Accusative)

Others incorporate their noun:

e alisveris yapmak
e temizlik yapmak

These do not take internal objects.

Examples

e Sana yardim edecegim. — | will help you.

e Onu ziyaret ettik. — We visited him/her.

e Bize destek verdi. — He/She supported us.

e Hazir oldum. — | became ready.

e BugUn alisveris yaptik. — We shopped today.

Notes

e The noun is invariant; all grammatical marking appears on the light verb.

e Only attested combinations are productive; non-standard pairings are not included.
e Many abstract nouns select etmek; activity nouns commonly select yapmak.

e Verb—noun constructions function as single predicates in syntax.
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