
1. Function
In institutional Turkish, hedging is not hesitation. It is a deliberate tool for liability management. Direct certainty exposes
the speaker when reality shifts. Strategic hedging reframes statements as documented evaluations, allowing institutions
to remain correct even when outcomes change.

Concrete contrast:

Direct statement (maximum exposure):
“Enflasyon yükselecek.”
If inflation does not rise, the institution was wrong.

Hedged statement (protected):
“Enflasyon yükseliş eğiliminde olabilir.”
If inflation does not rise, the institution documented a possibility, not a fact.

Survival here is operational. It means that when predictions fail, credibility does not. The hedged statement remains
valid because it recorded an assessment, not an outcome. In Turkish power structures, directness often signals low
rank. Controlled ambiguity signals senior advisory authority.

2. Forms
Strategic hedging is built through layered structures that gradually detach the institution from certainty.

Core assemblies:

Passive stem + -Abilir
Passive stem + -Abilir + -mAktA
Passive stem + -Abilir + -tIr

Epistemic distance contrasts:

bulunmaktadır → institutional state asserted
bulunabilir → institutional possibility advised

görülmektedir → evaluated as observed
görülmekte olabilir → evaluated as potentially observable
öngörülebilmektedir → forecast exists without ownership

Each additional layer reduces exposure.
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3. Morphology

A) Build Sequence (Step by Step)

Base verb:
öngör (to foresee)

Step 1: Passive
öngör → öngörül
The action is detached from any evaluator.

Step 2: Modal possibility
öngörül → öngörülebil
The claim shifts from fact to possibility.

Step 3: Progressive institutional frame
öngörülebil → öngörülebilmekte
The possibility becomes an ongoing evaluation process.

Step 4: Formal institutional assertion
öngörülebilmekte → öngörülebilmektedir
The evaluation is certified as institutional record.
This sequence shows how certainty is dismantled morphologically, not rhetorically.

B) -Abilir as Epistemic Shield

Morphological composition:
-A (aorist stem) + -bil (possibility root) + -ir (aorist agreement)

Functional shift:
Ability: “yapabilir” = can do
Hedging: “olabilir” = may be the case

Same morphology. Different institutional intent.

C) Why -mAktA Matters
“görülebilir” signals momentary possibility.
“görülmekte olabilir” frames uncertainty as continuous evaluation.

-mAktA converts possibility into institutional monitoring.

D) Double Erasure Mechanism
Passive voice removes who evaluates.
Modal possibility removes certainty of evaluation.

Result: maximum epistemic distance with minimal informational loss.
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4. Structural Guide
Hedging transforms claims step by step:

Bare fact:
“Risk var.”

Institutional assertion:
“Risk bulunmaktadır.”

Evaluative hedging:
“Risk öngörülebilir.”

Advanced institutional hedging:
“Risk öngörülebilmektedir.”

Each step moves the statement further from ownership and closer to documentation.

5. Usage
Hedging dominates domains where certainty creates risk.

Diplomatic cables use it to preserve maneuverability.
Investment advisory uses it to survive volatility.
Risk assessment uses it to document exposure without forecasting inevitability.
Legal opinions use it to separate evaluation from commitment.

Domain-specific deployment:
Diplomatic:
“İlişkilerin normalleşme sürecine girebileceği değerlendirilmektedir.”

Investment:
“Hisse değerinde düzeltme görülebilir.”

Risk:
“Siber güvenlik açıkları tespit edilebilmektedir.”

Legal:
“Yükümlülük doğabilir.”

Examples

A) Scale of Certainty

100% certainty:
“Piyasa çökmektedir.”
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80% certainty:
“Piyasa çökmektedir değerlendirmesi yapılmaktadır.”

50% certainty:
“Piyasa çöküş eğiliminde olabilir.”

20% certainty:
“Piyasa riskleri göz önünde bulundurulmaktadır.”

B) Executive Masterpiece
“Mevcut ekonomik göstergeler ışığında, orta vadede likidite risklerinin artmakta olabileceği değerlendirilmektedir.”

Surgical deconstruction:

“Mevcut ekonomik göstergeler ışığında”
External grounding.

“likidite risklerinin”
Abstract nominalization.

“artmakta”
Process framing.

“olabileceği”
Modal uncertainty.

“değerlendirilmektedir”
Passive institutional assessment.

C) Cumulative Effect (Why This Protects the Institution)

Five layers of distance are created:

1.External reference replaces opinion
2.Nominalized risk replaces event
3.Process replaces outcome
4.Possibility replaces certainty
5.Passive evaluation replaces responsibility

If a crisis occurs:
“We assessed the possibility.”

If no crisis occurs:
“We documented uncertainty, not certainty.”

The institution survives both outcomes.
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D) Negative Hedging
“Risk artmayabilir.”
Used to counter dominant narratives without committing to reversal.

E) Interrogative Hedging
“Risk artmakta olabilir mi?”
Used in internal deliberations or rhetorical reassessment of received analysis.

F) Anti-Patterns
Over-hedging (loss of credibility):
“Bazı risklerin muhtemelen artmakta olabileceği değerlendirilebilmektedir.”

Under-hedging (liability exposure):
“Risk artacaktır.”

Optimal hedging calibrates uncertainty to authority and context.

Notes

Operational Boundaries

Controlled ambiguity protects expertise only when authority is implicit.

When hedging fails:
When uncertainty replaces analysis.

When hedging signals mastery:
When uncertainty is precise, justified, and proportionate.

In institutional Turkish, certainty binds responsibility.
Ambiguity preserves institutional survivability.
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